
DRIVING FORCE walks the line between rock and metal, playing catchy but sophisticated tunes. 
Founded in 2008, we have release 2 LP's und 1 EP. Our third LP will be released in May 2019. 

 

Origin: Zurich, Switzerland  
Genres:   Rock, Metal  
Years active: 2008 - Today 
Label:   Pure Steel Promotion  
Website:  www.drivingforce.ch 
 
 
 
DRIVING FORCE (left-to-right.): 
Martin Frei  Bass Guitar, Backing & Lead Vocals 
Thomas Willareth  Drums 
Andras Kokavecz  Lead & Rhythm Guitar 
Thomas Mathis  Lead Vocals, Rhythm & Lead Guitar 

 

 

Prologue: 

After Thomas Mathis's old metal band broke up, he experimented a little with rock and power 
pop bands. They played some great concerts, but Thomas was never in it with all his heart. 
Lame unplugged gigs, acoustic guitar instead of distortion... Thomas wanted to go wild again! 
He started to give free rein to his creativity and began to write metal songs. Then the decision: 
I'm going to found my own metal band! And what should it be called? Thomas began to think, 
to ponder. He thought: What does Metal mean to me? That was always the music that helped 
me through hard times, that drove me to go on. Yes, for me it was always the DRIVING FORCE. 

 

Autumn 2008 

Thomas goes full speed ahead and creates a MySpace page under the name DRIVING FORCE. 
He records a handful of songs at home and uploads them online. He places first 
advertisements, accepts applications and the first auditions take place. 

 

After a short phone call Thomas meets a bassist named Martin Frei in a pub for a beer. The 
two get along immediately and Thomas decides to take Martin into the band without ever 
having played a note with him. Furthermore, a drummer named Walter Vitale contacted the 
band. He is a bit older, but he seems to be motivated. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Band History 

December 2008 

Thomas and Martin drive to Kollbrunn together to meet Walter in his old band room for the 
first session ever. On the way, they pass through a very small, deserted town called "Agasul". 

After this first session DRIVING FORCE is no longer an idea, we are a metal band! 

 

Beginning of 2009 

We still need a second guitarist. Nevertheless, we set ourselves the goal of recording our first 
EP within three months. 

 

March 2009 

DRIVING FORCE enters the studio as a trio. 

 

May 2009 

The EP "Agasul by night" is released online. 

 

June 2009 

Chasper Wanner joins us as lead guitarist. With him a tradition begins: A band member from 
Basle. 

 

July 2009 

"Agasul by night" is now also available on CD. Another (involuntary) tradition is emerging: The 
line-up that was together in the studio is not the same as the one that goes on tour with this 
release.  

 

September 2009 

Our first live concert. 

 

October 2010 

We go to V.O. Pulver at his Little Creek Studio to record our first album. We have played a lot 
of live gigs in the meantime and are well prepared. V.O. Pulver is very fond of Chasper's guitar 
playing. 

Within two weeks, 13 songs are recorded, mixed and mastered. Among them is a song that 
Thomas had actually written for a former power pop band, but which was not accepted there 
for being too "hard": Better Ways 

 

February 2011 

Our first album "Death Win Money Sin" is released. One song makes it to radio airplay:  

Better Ways 

 

 

 



 

 

Walter Vitale leaves the band to return to his musical roots: Funk, Latin & Jazz. 

Martin Roth (ex Crown of Glory) takes over the position on the drums. Since he is the second 
Martin in the band, we call him "Tinu". Now there are two Basle natives in the band. 

 

February 2012 

We go to the Lizi Studio in Berne for a weekend to record a new song: Have a nice day. 

The first video is also recorded. Actually, it's more of a studio documentary - but professionally 
filmed. The video is produced by Tinu, among others. 

 

July 2012 

Since Thomas and Tinu both have training as sound technicians and Tinu can rent professional 
equipment for a reasonable price, we decide to produce the next album ourselves. 

 

May 2013 

"This one goes to eleven" is released. We organized a big release party, but only a handful of 
people show up. The frustration sits deep. Shortly afterwards, Chasper leaves the band and a 
replacement has yet to been found. Soon after, Chasper joins V.O. Pulver's reactivated cult 
band POLTERGEIST as their new second guitarist. 

 

August 2013 

We finally find our long sought-after lead/second guitarist: Andras Kokavecz. On the same day 
that the decision is made to definitely welcome him to the band, bad news: Tinu announces 
his resignation. He has decided to take a break from music for the next few years. 

 

February 2014 

Thomas Willareth joins us as our new drummer. Finally, a guy from Basle again. And a second 
Thomas. Hence from now on: Tom. Like Rack Tom. Or Floor Tom. Tom Tom. Perfect. We are 
happy to be complete again and to have a great drummer who is an excellent addition to the 
band, both on a musical and a personal level. 

 

October 2014 

Happiness does not last long: Andras decides to move back to his homeland Hungary. 

 

March 2015 

Meanwhile, Marco Wehrli has agreed to help out with the lead guitar. We have a gig in a week, 
but since Marco hasn't had time to learn the songs yet, we do something unique for DRIVING 
FORCE: We perform live as a trio. 

 

September 2015 

Karsten Schimkat is hired on as our new lead guitarist. Finally, we can begin writing additional 
songs for the next album we are planning. 

 



 

 

March 2017 

We come to the realization that Karsten isn't the right guy for DRIVING FORCE in the long run 
and we part ways.  

In the meantime, Andras is back in Switzerland. He is only here temporarily so he doesn't want 
to commit to joining us again. Thankfully, he is all aboard for song writing, fine-tuning solos 
and helping out with the recordings for the new album.  

 

March 2018 

We start recording for our third LP „All Aboard“. The producer is an old acquaintance: Tinu 
Roth 

 

 

DISCOGRAPHY: 

 

All Aboard 
 
Recorded by Martin Roth, Thomas Mathis & Andras Kokavecz 
Mastered by Rob Visio @ TempleOfRecords Studio 
Released in September 2019 by Pure Steel Promotions 
11 Songs 

 

 This One Goes To Eleven 
 
Recorded, mixed and mastered by Martin Roth at Heavyrex 
Studio between July and December 2012.  
Released in May 2013  
12 Songs 
 
 

 Death Win Money Sin 
 
Recorded, mixed and mastered by V.O. Pulver at Little Creek 
Studio from October 11 - 24, 2010.  
Released in February 2011 
13 Songs 
 
 

 
 

Agasul By Night (EP) – SOLD OUT 
 
Recorded, mixed and mastered by Mike Hasler at ‚Loops Room’ 
from March to May 2009.  
Released in July 2009 
4 Songs 
 
 

 


